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 { Lord Biſhop of LONDON, , 


© . One of His MAJESTY's 
Moſt Honourable PRIVY COUNCIL 


MY LORD, 

C OUR Lordſhip having ſeenified your leafure 
ibat the as rs WY Limp 
did ws the honour to be preſent at the Open- 

a, our Pariſh Church , ſhould be made 
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xy pate opt ;ſhep,and of thas 
; or rt IT have received pabCgnn yu gun atron, 
oy wig hy done it and oe Crs bold to prefens itto 
eff a Diſcourſe of this Nature will have 
of thoſe who ſhall have ſo much patience as 
wy it, z 754 not. But muſt leave that to him who 
hat NE es ed wie My ex flag 
e bs good and nece as for 1 raw 7/0 
dy ent: it, ut is that whic Vet ve. 
| guireth, in that it commandetb that in ouy Ci tan Con- 


* 6 All things be done to edifying. that un- 
IONS, ſat i4 to the Capacities of all 

2 >, "lhgfys ro as edifying as I could unto 
; FR, ane Hoa ir pn on fo my Text; 
boner Raya I had ht my Deſign in Preaching it + 


Which ws, to comvince thoſe 5| e whoſe Souls, un. 
der gow Tardſbip, are Ong tomy care and condu??, 
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of the Excellency and ' 
and ſo to perſwade ts [ 
Z 


Sl, 


Church and State (though they alſo be very great:Reaſons) |, 


I am very ſenſible , that much "more might hate been 
ſaid upon this Excellent Subjeff. But intending no more 
than a p lain Sermon. upon the occaſion , 1 was forced to 0- 
mit many things, and to confine my ſelf to ſuth only, whuth 
were moſt obvious , and ſeemed the. moſt neceſſury for-pro- 

ple to know and prattice in order to their being veconci- 
led unto, and edified by our Publick Prayers. And if up- 
on your peruſal of thai Intle which IT have ſaid , you ſhall 
find any thing not agreeable tothe DofFrine of our Church; 
T humbly ſubmit it to Tour Lordſhips Fudgment and Cey- 
ſure ; only deſiring that Tou would be as ready to pardon, | 
45 I am to vetratt at... | OO TRENT : 
My Lord, ) . SPAIN fÞþs 
havd one requeſt more to make unto Tou, ewhech is # hat, 
as Tou was.the occaſion of my printing this Sermon, ſo Ton, 
mages” 3-56 to accept of it, now it is primied's And if, 
by the-Bleſſing of Almighty God , it may contribute any' 
thing tot hoſe great Ends, which Tou continually proſecute 
with Jo grrat Wjdom and Prudence, with hb exemplt> 
ry Care and Diligence inthe Minagement of that bie Fl | 
FA which he bath called You to, even tot Sirw'sr &5 
ation of 


great Name, the Good of his Church, andthe Salvation 
The Souls of Men ; it i all that s deftredbly © © 
My Lord; ..- - Your Lordſbip's moſt bumble - > Me 

| YR” and moſt obedient Servant, 

. 4, WILLIAM BEVERIPGE- 
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| T c OR XI V. 26. 
+Ler all-things be done to eatfying. 


4, HEN _ Judas Macca 'hal 
WE” new built ' the Altar, re- 
Fs: ired the Temple at ' Hlierdſa- 
Sv IE ” , after "it had been Wu. 
Ye -{ tel bad laid waſte for 
' £36" ou her, the Churchof 
CLE, att trime and place're- 
AM MES joyced ſomuchar it, that they 
ERR ER kepr the Dedication of it Eight 
YL >. ” (days, and ordered that tha 
fine ſhould be obſerved every 
. Foar ; LIE; & 59. And ſo we find it was in our S#- 
 viours time , for he himſelf _ pleafed to Lxns” = 
1- 
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The Excellehcy add Ofefulneſ® 


Ant though onely of Eccleſiaſtical taſtitoricn ». Withe 
his own preſence ; Job. 10: - In the like manner, we 
of this Pariſh, 3) Ty tranſported with joy and: 


IFC. > Aras SEATS, : 


built and fitted again for-his. "Worſhi and race Fr 
what the Alcar-and: Temple wereto the Jews then, . the. 
ſame will our Church be pnto us now. Did they there 
offer up theit Sgcriflees..to God:as Types of the Death of 
Chriſt? ? We Ap here- commemorate the ſaid Death of 
Chriſt, ty by thoſe HE'EY Did they come from 
- parts of Fuente wore Aon on” DT 
Ope , come. from ts of this Pariſh to w 
e,., Was the Temple an Houſe of Prayer tothem ? $> 
is the Church tous.” Was that the Place where God 4c-- 
cording to his Promiſe came unto his people to bleſs them ?_ 
T'do'not doubr but he wittdo the-ſame to us in this place, 
if we come unto it,, arid ed 3 our: ſelves in it as we 
ought todo, In ſhort, was the Temple the place where all 
things were performed that could any way conduce to the 
Paying of Gods people, as things then ſtood ? The ſame 
may be ſaid of our Church,as thiggs now ſtand. For what- 
ſoever is or can be neceſſary to the of our Souls 
nts and ſo to.their Eternal Salvation hereafter,-is cl, 
fully com peheeet in. Who HR 
be rid org ih a th No ieithes is Bute Way Rte. 
in.this.place. er-19 | 
contained in any of them, but wr God rely conc 
to thoſe great.Ends.and Purpoſes. 
But this + thing which is denied by fome, 4nd 


underſtood-but by few amongſt us;, b rare 6 
explain an, thee it ano all. Which I chuſe wi 
at this time , becauſe it is the moſt bo arp 
think of for this Occaſion. For tis to be now 
dong in this place , will ihe wade rhe ie 
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Sues es. that taye bee 
bby wk to. EE: all. . I 
ma which, is Fh, to'b 
ya ado, Th conduce to aro, ent 
==, 6 +..the. great. nds where- 
Places: Hed, then you cannot but. ac- 
knowledg, that -whatſoever any of you have contributed 


towards it , nn beft Mone at you ever ſpent ; and 
* that this day wherein the ſaid Service is n to be per- 
formed i ry it, is one of the moſt j joy ful days that this Pariſh 
ever faw. 


wore und and foundation of all that I ſhall 

Sp. pw this ſub pDject, 4 all things be done to Ediſying. 

bor a Oe ode darxgngy; þ. aching 7 amr pr Pew 
neving t ter diſcourſed at 

concerning the-way and manner of holding Chriſtian A 

Cn, and having proved that drawer is there ſaid 


to.be ſpoken im ſuch a La 2, that all there pre. 
ſo. uy ad., and ſo. be edified by.it-; he at lefl 
abs whats i chis © on, the it then 


jo ? whem ye come together, every one of you hath 
. a Pſaim., g's 6 rime, hath a Tongue, hath a Re- 
vgs, 1 etation. Let all things be done 
to Edifys ach he _ have ſaid , 1 Vhurore git 
of you have or to, yet w fo» 
£1 __o pen Account, for. the Pu Ko: 
ip: take: ſpecial. care that. afl thi be there 
lone, to tothe bag of all whore there preſent, From 
hen the Apoſtle, lays down'this as a 
| arLaug all. Chriſtiar 


. we meet: tog 

, f any thing . be; ke ped 
tion, we. come ſhort of thi 
"rl lang Hong thing be there wauping 
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\L The Excellency and Vſefulneſs 
that may conduce to that erid. For. according tothis 
Rule , asnothing is to be there done bur what is for our 
Edifying , ſo alſo on the other ſide, all things that are or 
can be for our Edifying ought to be there done. 

But for our better underſtanding the true ſenſe and pur- 
port of this Rule, it is neceflary to conſider what the Apo: |, 
ſtle here means by ed:fying © For which we muſt know, 
That all Chriſtians being , as the ſame Apoſtie ſaith , of 
the ago bee , built upon the foundation of the A- 
flles and Prophets , Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
. chief Corner Stone ; Eph. 2. 19, 20. Hence whatſoever 
tends to the ſtrengthening, ſupporting, cementing, or rai- . 
ſing this Fabrick higher , whatſoever it is whereby men 
are made more firm and ſolid Chriſtians , more holy and 
perfect men than they were before , by-that they are ſaid 
to be edified;” Andtherefore it. is a great miſtake for men 
tethink, as.many do, that they are edified by what they 
hear, meerly becauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing 
which before they were ignorant of. For Knowlede, as 
the Apoſtle faith,. pufſeth up; it is Charity that edifreth ; 
x Cor, $1: And therefore whatſoever knowledg we at- 
tain to*, we-cannot be ſaid to be edifted by it, any further 
than as.it influenceth our minds, excites our loye, and 
inclines our hearts to God and goodneſs. And that this 
15 the true notion of edifying , is plain from the Apoſtles 
own words , where he ſaith , Let no corrupt communica- 
tion come out of your mouths, but that which is for the uſe 
of edifying ; that it may miniſter grace unto the bearers ; 
ph. 4.29. For from-hence it is manifeſt, that thatone-- 
ly is properly ſaid to edifie, that miniſters grace unto us, 
whereby we are-made more pure and holy than we were 
before. "And therefore we read of edifying our ſeFves in 
hove., -: "0 4- 16.” and building up our ſelves in our moi? 
holy fatth , Jude 20. which are the two graces that make 
up' a real and true'Chriſtian. And nothing can be ſaid to 
life , but what tends to the exciting and + of- 
; TON tne m.. 
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of the Common Prayer. . 

them : Unii/ we come (as the Apoſtle ſaith) inthe unity 
of. the faith , and of the knowleds: of the Son of God, unto 
a perfett man , unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt ; Eph. 4.12, x3. Hence therefore, when 
the Apoſtle ſaith , Let all things be done to edifying, his 
meaning in brief is this', that in all our Chriſtian Aſem- 
blies, when we meet together to worſhip and ſerve God, 
All things there are to be ſo done , that we may return 
home wiſer and better than we came thither , with our 
knowledg of God and Chriſt increaſed , our deſires inlarg.- 
ed , ourlove inflamed , our faith confirmed, all our gra« 


ces quickened, and ſo our whole ſouls made more hum. | 


ble, more holy, more like to God, than they were before. 
The words being thus briefly explained, I ſhall now-ap- 


Ply them to our preſent yo and ſhew that that Form 
of Reli 


gious Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the Lawsof the Land, and therefore to-be 
| uſed now in this place, agrees exactly with this Rule or 
Canan of the holy Apoſtle, even that al/ things in it are 
done to edifying. 


. . But before we prove that that Form in particular which » 
our Church hath preſcribed-, is agreeable to this Apoſto- - 
lical Rule, it is neceſſary-to prove firſt, That the preſcri- - 


bing a Form in general is ſo. For unleſs the preſcribing a 
Form-.in general. be according to this Rule, no Form in 
particular that is preſcribed can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that-this Rule admits, yea requires the preſcribing 
of ſome Form, is evideat from the Rule it ſelf. For the 
Apoſtle here commands the Church of Corinth , and ſoall 
Provincial Churches, to take care that in their Religious 
Aſſemblies a// things be done to edifying. But how is it 
pollible for any Provincial Church to ſee thatthis be done, 
except ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of 
it? If every Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be leftto his own 
liberty, to do what he pleaſed in his own Congregation, 
although ſome perhaps might þe ſo wiſe and proviens 6 ro 
erve 
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ebferve this Rule, as well asthey could; -yeticon | 

the Corruption of ne Nature , we tave much cau 
ro ſcarthat others noe. "Art leaſt the Church could 
be no "ſecured 'that all would ; and therefore muſt 
needs be obliged to confider of and appoint ſome ſuch Form 
to be ufed in all her Congregations , by which ſhe may-be 
fully affured that this Apoſtolical Rule is every where ob- 
ferved , as it ought to be. And although we ſhould ſup- 
poſe what can never be expefted, that all the Clergy in 
every Province ſhould be as wiſe and good as they ought 
to be , yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that every one of them 
ſhould underſtand what is for the Edification of the peo» 
le'as well as all together. And therefore it muſt needs 
acknowledged that the fureſt way to have thisRuſe ob- 
ſerved, is for the Governours of every Church , and the 
whole Ctergy to meet together by their Repreſeatatives, 
in a Synod or Convocation, and there upon mature De- 
lideration agree vpon fome fuck Form, which they im their 
Prudence and-Conſciences judge to be according to this 

Rulezwhich the Apoſtle here lays down before them. 

And beſides, that the preſcribing a Form in general, is 
more -for our Edifying , than to leave every one to-ds 
what ſeems good in his own. Eyes', We have the concur- 
reat;Teftimony , Experience , and Practice of the Uni- 
niverfal Church, For we never read or heard' of any 
- Church in 'the World from the Apoſtles days: to ours, 
bat what tobk this courſe. T all have not uſed the 


fame, yet no*+Churehr but harh fome Form or other. 
And therefore for any man to fay, Thatit is not lawful, 
-or\nat expedienr, of not ſocdifying ro uſe a Form of Pray+ 


er in the- Publick Worſhip of is to contradict the 
 goteral fenſe- of Chriſtianity, to condemn the 
-Catholelc Charch, © and to make himfelf wiler than 
- Chriſtians that ever were: before him.” Which, whatſoe- 
ver imay be thought now, was always heretofore recks« 
ne# ofis of "the greareſt fins and follics that a Man could 
.be-guiity of. Po Nay 


f che Common Prayer. 7 
. Nay more than all this too;. For this is not only to 
make a Mans ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians , but wiſer than 
Chriſt himſelf; For it is impoſſible to preſcribe any Form 
of Preyerin more plain and expreſs Terms than he hath 
doneit, where he faith, Fay ne Pray, ſay, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c, Luke 11. 2. Andl hope none 
here preſent but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom 
alone we can be edified, knows better what is, or what. 
is not for our Edification , than we or all the Men ia the 
World can do. And therefore ſeeing be hath not only pre. 
ſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to uſe, but hath 
fly commanded them touſe it ; we who profeſs ouf 
ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt fully ſatisfied in 
our minds , that the uſing of a Form of Prayer , is not 0n»- + 
y lawful, but much more for our edifying, than it is poſ+- 
le for any other way of praying to be. - | 
The ſame may be proved alſo from the nature of the - 
pc, fu ſelf, by ſuch Arguments, which do not only de- 
monlſtrate that it is ſo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes- 
to be ſo. For, Firſt, In order to our being edified , ſoas 
to be made better and holier, whenſoever we meet toge»- 
ther upon a Religious account, it is neceſſary that the 
ſame good and holy things be always inculcated and pref 
ſed upon us after one and the ſame manner. For we can-- 
not but all find-+by our own experience how difficult it is - 
to faſten any-thing that is truly good either upon. our 
ſelves or-others , and that itis rarely, if ever effected, 
without: frequent -repetitions of it, Whatſoever good + 
things we hear oaly once, or now and then, though per- 
heps upon the-hearing of them, they may. ſwim for a 
while in our Brains, yet they ſekdom ink down into our * 
hearts; ſo as to move and ſway the affections, as it is ne- 
cefſary they ſhould do , in order to our being edified by 
them. - Whereas by a Set Form of Publick Devotions + 
rightly compoſed, as we are continually put in mind of 
things neceflary for-us to know or do, .ſo that is al-- 


ways 
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ways done by the ſame wotds and expreſſions; 

ther conſtant-uſe will imprint” role Sago Bro Oo 
firmly io our minds , that it will be'no eaſe matter to ob- 
literate or race themout ; but do what: wecan, they will 
ſtill occur uv 
 muchfor our Chriftian' Edification. 


Moreover , That which conduceth to the -quickening 


our ſouls, and to the- raifing up of our affetions in our 
Publick'Devotions , muſt needs be acknowledged to con- 
duce much to'our Edification, But itisÞlain; that as to 
fach purpoſes a'Set Formoof Prayer is an extraordinary help 
- tous ;* for if Thear'another-pray , and know not before- 


hand what hewill fay;, I mult firſt liſken'to what he will 


fay next, thenTam to confider whether what he ſaith be 
agreeable 'to' Saund Docrine, and whether it be proper 
and lawful for me to joyn with him in the Petitions he 
puts upto Almighty God; and if Tthink it is fo, then I 
am todo it. © But before 1 can well do that ,- he is got to 
another thing : by which means it 4s very difficult, if not 
morally impoſſible, to joyn with him in every thing fo re- 
pulatly as'l ought to do. But by a Set Form of Prayer all 
this trouble is prevented-; for having the Form continu- 
ally' in my mind , being thorowly acquainted with it , 
fully approvi of every thing in it, and always knowing 
before-hand whatwill-come next , 1 have nothi 

do' while the words :are ſounding in'mine ears, but to 
move my heartiand affections ſuitably ro them', to raife 
up iny deſires of thoſe good things which are prayed for; 
to fix my mind wholly -upon'God , whiteſt 1 am praiſing 
:of him, and oc: adploy, <ulicitn, and lift up my whole 
ſoul in-performing my Devotions to him.- 'No man that 


hath been accuſtoamed'to a Set Form for \any-conſiderable 
"time, but may eaſily find this to be true by his own, ex- 
- perience: And by wr 20 that this way of Praying 
1s a greaterhelptous,'t ra. 
made tryal of. it. 


an they can imagine that ney 
"v6 


pon all occaſions ; which cannot but be very 


gelfe to - 
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| __ P 
' confined to his words and expreſſions, and to hisRequeſts 
and Petitions, be they what they will : So that F the 
_ beſt we can but Pray his Prayer. Whereas when we Pray 
by a Form Preſcribed by the Church , we Pray the Pray- 
ers o the woe - wag ep in , which are common 

tot e Mipiſt iſter e, toour Selves, and to all the 
Members. of the ſame Church ; Sothat we have allthe 
' Devout and Pious Souls that are in it , concurring and 
joyning- with us in' them : Which cannot. ſurely but be 

nore effectual for the Edifying not only of our ſelves in 
articular » but of the. Church in general;; than any pri- 
yvate Prayer can be. | 
| Laſtly,In order to our being Edified by our Publick De- 
votions ,, as it isneceſſary that we know before-hand what 
weare topray for , ſo it is neceſſary that we afterwards 
know what we have -prayed for , when we have done. 
ForJ ſuppoſe you will all grant , that'all the go6d and be- 
nefit we-can receive from our Prayers, is to be ultimately 
reſolyed* into Gods. gracious hearing and anſwering 
them: Without which they will all come to nothing. But 
there are twothings required to the obtaining an Anſwer 
of our Prayers :, Firſt, That we ſincerely and earnettly 
defire ſuch. good things at the hands of God , to which, 
23 have ſhewn, a Set Form of Prayer conduceth very 
much: And then _— » It is required alſo thar we 
truſtand depend upon God for his grantiog of them » Ac» 
- £01 to the Promiſes which he hath made bgto us in 
Jeſus: Chriſt our Lord, -And I. verily beſiete thy one 
great Reaſon why Men uz. Fug often to. no purpoſe, is, 
becauſe they. do. not take this.courſe : _ But when th 
havedone their Prayers, they have done with them, and 
concern themſelves no-more about them, then as if they 


bad neyer prayed at afh ihe: bow caq we apr 


God ſhould anſwer our Prayers, when we our ſelves do- 
not mind” whether he anfwer them or nv? Nor believe 
and truſt upon hun for it ? For cenainly traſting on God, 

as it is one of rhe higheſt Ads of Religion that we can. 
perform , ſo. it is that which gives life and-vigour, ver-. 
rue and efficacy to our Prayers, without which we have 

no ground oh to expe&trhey ſhould be'anfwered. For ' 


having*$romiſed' to anſwer our Prayers, except we 
truſt on hin!'for his performance of fuch Promiſes, we 
loſe the benefit of them, and by conſequence our Prayers 
too. And therefore as ever we. defire that he thould 
orant us what we pray for , when we have direQed our 
prayers to him-, we muſt ſtill look up, F ſal. 5. 3. expe- 
ing and hoping for the rerurn of them. 
Now as. this is a thing of greater conſequence, ſo'a Set 
Form of.-Prayer is a greater . help to us in it, than ir is 
- commonly thought to be. For it we hear another atrer 
a.prayer £x fempore-, which he never faid, nor we heard 
before , nor ever ſhall doit again , it is much if he him- 
If can-remember- the tenth part of. what he faid ; how. 
ach leſs can 'we that. heard him doit ? And if we cannot » 
oflibly remember what we prayed for, how is it poſſi- 
ble for us to expe@ it at the hands of God ? Or to depend 
upon him for it ? Bur now it is quite otherwiſe when we- 
e a Set Form of Prayer, For by this means when we 
have prayed , we canrecolle& ourſelves, look over our 
prayers. again, . either in a Book, or-in our minds , 
where they are imprinted 5 we can- conſider diſtin&ly 
what we have asked at the hands of God, and ſos our 
faith and confidence on him, for the granting every peti- 
tion we have put. up unto him., according ro the promi- 
fes which he hath mare us to that pur And as this is 
the ſureſt way whereby to obtain whar we pray for, it 
muſt needs be the moſt edifying way of praying that we 
ny uſe. | "g aries 
eſethings being duly; weighed', 1 ſhall now take it - 
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for granted, That the uſing a Form in general in the Pub” 
liek Worſhip of God, is agreeable to this Apoſtolical 
Rale, Let all things be done to edifying ; and: ſo ſhall 
- proceedito ſhew that that Form in particular which out 

Church hath appointed to be uſed upon fuch occaſions, is 
fo too. For which erid it is not neceſſary that I ſhould 
run through every particular word, phraſe, or expreſſion 
in the Common Prayer, much leſs ? ran I ſhould vindicate 
and defend it from every little exception , that ignorance 
or malice may make againſt ſomething in it. For nothing 
ever yet was or can be ſaid or written, but ſomething or 
other may be ſaid or written againſt it, either well or ill. 
But my buſineſs muſt be to prove, That the Form of Di- 
vine Service, contained in the Book. of Common Prayer, 
which is now uſed in the Church of Eag/and , conduceth 
ſo much'to the edifying thoſe that uſe it , that it agrees 
exaaly with the Rule whichthe Apoſtle here preſcribes-in 
that caſe. And this | ſhall demonſtrate from Four Heads. 
r. From the Langunge. 2. From the Matter or Subſtance of 
it. 3. Fromthe Method. And 4. From the Manner of Per- 


« forming it. For if it be edifying in all theſe reſpeRs,it muſt 


needs be acknowledged. to be ſo in the whole, There be- 
ing nothing in it, but what may be reduced to theſe Heads. 
Firſt, Therefore as to the Language , you all know: 


. * that the whole Service is performed in Engliſh, the Vul- 


gar and Common Language of the Nation ,' which every 
one underſtands, and ſo may be edified by it. And this 
- indeed is the ground and-foundation of all the benefit that 
* we can paſibly receive” from our Publick Prayers. And 
- therefore in rhe Church of Rome, the, Common People 
-are-made uncapable of being edified by the prayers of 
their. Church , in thatthey are all made in Latine, a Lan- 
guage which they'do not underſtand. So that when they 
meet'to worſhip God,there are ſeldom any inthe Congre- 
gation that knows what is ſaid there,except thePrieſt that 
reads it; and oftentimes not he neither. By which means 
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they have no ſach thing really them as Common - 
Prayer.” Neither is it poſſible for. the Common People 
to be ever edified.by what is there ſaid or done , except 
they would. be once convinced: by it of the horrible abuſe 
which rheir Church puts upon them, in commanding all 
her- Publick Devotions to be performed in an unknown - 
Tongue, direQly contrary. not only'to the Rule in my 

Text, but to the Deſign of this whole Chapter. 

But bleſſed be God for it, it is not ſo with us.. . For-ours. . 
is truly Common Prayer, for it-is written and read in that 
Language. which is common.to all the Congregations in. 
the Kingdom, and to every perſon in-each, Congregation. 
So that all the ay og of the land, _ whatſoever. rank or. 
condition they are of, -may joyn together -in the. uſe of e- 
very thing that is in it , and fo be joyntly Edified by it.. 
Eſpecially conſidering that it is not only all in.Engliſh,but 
in-common and plain Engliſh, ſuchas we uſe -in our com- 
mon diſcourſe with one an - There are. no.unuſual - 
awe 6s words , - _ ' wo uth prion in it, but 
every thing is expreſled as cleerly ai unly as words 
ove! h it ke Sorin meaneſt ce Anne Zongregati- 
on., that underſtands but his Mothers. Tongue, may. be. - 
Edified by.it , as well as the greateſt Scholar... 

But. that which-is chiefly . to be conſidered. in the Lan-. 
guage of the Common Prayer, is, that it is not only com- 
mon but proper too: - Though the words there uſed be. - 
all. but. common words, yet. they are ſo uſed that they 

roperly, expreſs the. things that are deſigned. by them. . 
"his I confels may ſeem to. be no great matter at firſt ſight, . 
yet it is that without-which,we- might be ſubverted.by . 
that which was;inteaded for.our Edification: -.For lmpro- 
priety of-S in matters of Religion, hath- given oc- 
caſjon, to all or moſt.of the Schiſms ,. Errors: and Hereſies 
that ever. infeſted this or any other-Church ; as might . 
eaGly be demonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle gave 7; mo- , 
thy, a Form of ſound word; , and charged him to hold it 
| alt... 
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Faſt. Holdfaft, faith he, the Form of ſound words which 
thou haſt beard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13. As knowing that 
_ the words whereby he uſually expreſſed Divine 
Truths, were ſound and proper , it would be impoſlible 
for his Notions and Opinions of the things themſelves to 
be ſo. Andcertainly if ever there was a Formrof Sohn 
Words , compoſed by men fince the Apoſtles times, our 
Common Prayer may juſtly deſerve that Title. It being 
all made upof ſuctr fit and proper, ſuch ſound and whote- 
fome words , that if we do but hold faſt to them, there is + 
no fear of our falling either into Hereſy or Schiſme. For 
they, being duly conſidered 5 will ſuggeſt to our minds - 
right and true "Apprehenſions of all- the Articles of our 
Chrittian Religion ;- and ſo not only make us found, but * 
build us up ftrong and firm in our moſt holy Faith. Sothar - 
conſidering the'plainneſs and perſpicuity , the eſs - 
and propriety of Speech which is uſed in it , the leaſt - 
that can be ſaid of the Common Prayer, is that all things - 
init areſo worded, as is moſt for the edifying of all thoſe -- 
And-as the words in the Common Prayer are all as edi-" - 
fying as words can be, ſo; -in the Second place , Is the 
Matter cxpreſled by thoſe words; :Forthere is nothing in + 
it, but what is neceſſary for our Edification,-andall things -- 
that are or can be for our Edification are plainly in it. 
Firſt , I fay there is nothing in our Liturgy but what is - 
necellary or our Edification.” There are no fuch Fables - 
in it , or endleſs Geneakgies., which, as theA : 
faith , Minifter Jaefioes ; rather 1han godly ing, - 
which is in faith; 1 Titi. 1.4. There are none of thoſe - 
vain Diſputations-and impertinent Controverſies , which 
have of late been raiſed in the Church ; - to its great di- 
fturbance, rather than its prone ny ya _ no =_ . 
Opinions , nor Airy Speculations in it, -whict-ſerve only* - 
to-tickle mens ears and pleaſe their fancies, and ſodivert- 
their thoughts from what they are about. - Look-it-all o-* 


yer--.: 
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verwithout .prejudice and partiality , conſider feriouſly 
every. thing that.is in it , and you il had 60) gh Al- 
ſerted but what is conſonant to Gods Word, nothing pray- 
ed-for but according to his pays , nothing required as 
2 duty, but what is agreeable to his Commands ; nothing 
ſaid or done, but what is grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſub- 
ſtantial ; nothing but what becomes-the Worſhip of our 
Great and Almighty Creator, And therefore nothing bur 
-what we may be ſome way or other edified by. 
And as there is nothing in it , but what is edifying , ſo 
-all things that are or can be edifying are in it. For nothin 
can be ncceſlary to edifie and make us ſolid and perf 
Chriſtians, but what is neceſſary either to be b2/zeved or 
done , or-elſe obtazned by us. But there is nothing ne» 
cellary tq be known or believed, but we are taught it ;:no» 
thing neceilary to be done ,, but we are enjoyned it-; Nos 
- thing gfeſlary to be 047 ained, but we pray forit, in our 
Publick Form of Divine Service, 
For firſt, As to thoſe things which are neceſſary to be 
Known or believed, it is acknowledged by all Proteſtants, 
that they are fully contained in the Holy Scriptures, which 
makes a great, if not the greateſt part of our Divine Ser« 
vice, and arecanſtantly read over , the Plalms once eve- 
ry. Month, the Qld Teſtament once, and the New thrice 
every Year. Andall the Fundamental Articles of our Chri- 
Han Faith, revealedin the Holy Scriptures, being briefly 
ummed..up' in the ApaFFles Creed, that we. may be 
lyre0 keep them always in our minds, we haye that 
reed _ and repeated, always. once and moſt com- 
. monly twice rot ayin the year. And ſeeing the Gods 
head of our Blelſed Savianr , the Foundation of our whole 
- Religiag ,. hath been and ſtill is , [denied by ſome , leaſt 
- we ſhould be lead Wa with the Error of the Wicked ; .c- 
very Sunday and Halyday we read the Nrcewe Creed, 
- wherein the God-head bath af the Sag and Holy. Ghoſt is 
aſſerted and explained, And that we may not « entertain, 
| any 


l 


any Erroneous Opitiions concerning the moſt Holy Trinir 
ty, or the" Incarnation of the Son of God, but keep rhe 
true Catholick Faith whoſe and undefiled , upon certsin 
days every year, weread that which is commonly called 
the Creed of St. Athanaſius, wherein thoſe great Myſte- 
ries are unfolded in the moſt proper and perſpicuous terms 
that they are capable of. | 
And as all things neceſſary to be believed are ſummari- 
ly contained-in-the Three Creeds , ſo they are frequent- 
y explained in the other parts of our Liturgy : In ſo much 
tharit would be eafie to frame a compleat Body of Divini- 


ty out of the words there uſed : Ar leaſt of all ſuchthings - 


as are needful for any man in the world to believe ot 
know , in order to his Eternal Salvation. 


The ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe things, which 


we ought ro do. > For as we here do whatſoever is neceſſa- 
ry to be done m order to our Worſhipping of God in this 


ou , ſo weare here taught whatſoever is neceſſary to be - 


earnt in order to our ſerving God in all other places. So 
that no Man that frequents our publick Congregations , 


where the Common Prayer is uſed , can ever plead igno»- 
rance of any one duty whatſoever : For if it be not his - 
own fault , he may there be inſtructed in eyery thing 


which he that made himrequires of him, For here, as 
I obſerved before, we — read the Holy Scriptures, 
which, as the Apoſtle ſaith , Is 


xz 


profitable for Dottrine , . 


for - Reproof , for Correftion, for Inflruftion in Righte- - 


ouſneſs , that the Man of God may be perfett , throughly 
ruth waro all _ works, 2 Tin, 3 16, 17» ind 
ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high God to compriſe his 
whole-will, and by conſequence our duty, in the Tex Com 


mandments , hence wo read them conſtantly - every Sun- 
day and Holy day throughout the whole year. By which - 
means-every one-that doth not wilfully ſhut his eyes , 
may clearly fee and'fully underftand his whole duty both - 
toa-God'and Man, Efpecially confidering tharin the Pray- - 
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ers themſelves alſo there is frequent mentiog-made--of 
all thoſe Vices which ought to be avoided, and of all thoſe 
Good Works which ought to be performed. by us. So that 
we'can never come to Church, but we are ſtill put-in 
mind, both of what we ought, and twhat we ought notto 
do, that-we may be. ſaved. | | 
And then as there is-ndthing neceſlary to be. known- or 
done, but we are taught it ; ſoneither is there a7 ching 
neceſſary to be obtained to make us either holy or happy, 
but.we pray for it in the Common Praygr. , For here we 
have the Lords Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it 
ſelf ; and therefore it muſt needs be the moſt perfe&t and 
divine Prayer that was ever made. Neither do we uſe it 
only once, but in every.diitia&t Service of the Church, in 
pur Prayers before we read the _—_ Seriptures: And in 
ourPrayers after : Towards the end of the Litany, andia 
the beginning of the Communioa Service, and in eve 
Office of the Church beſides. And the reaſon is, becau 
although our Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any 0+ 
ther Prayers, yet he hath expreſly commanded us to. ſay 
this, whenſoever we pray. and therefore in obedience 
to his Command, our Church hath wiſely ordered, That 
in all and every Solemn Addreſs that we make to the moſt 
high-God, we always ſay this Prayer, leaſt otherwiſe 
by our tranfgrefſion of his Command, in omitting this, we 
make all our other Prayers to be ineffetual. And beſides, 
by the conſtant uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, we 
are always fure. to uſe. one Prayer, both abſolutely per- 
fe@ in.its ſelf, and moſt acceptable unto him ,, to whom 
-we pray, it being a Prayer of his own Compolſure: So 
that we ſpeak unto in his own words, and ſo may 
. be confident that weask nothing of him, but exaQly ac- 


cording to his own will. | 
| though all things neceſſary. for us, ' be vertually 


$ 

.contained in the Lords Prayer , yet our Church in Con- 
formity to the Catholick and Apoſtolical, hath thought 
- - good 


s. 


 good'to add ſome other Prayers in which the ſame things 
are more particularly exprefſed'and deſired at the hands of 
our. great and moſt Bountiful Benefactor. All which 
are ſo contrived, that there is nothing evil or hartful for 
us, but we pray __ it ; nothing good or uſeful , but 
we pray for it. Thcre is no Viceor Luſt, but we deſire 
it may be ſubdued under us; no Grace or Vertue , but 
we pray. it may be planted and grow in us, In ſo much 
that if wedo but conſtantly and ſincerely pray over all 
thoſe Prayers, and Redfaſtly believe and truſt in God for 
his anſwering of them, and ſo obtain what we there pray 
for, we cannot but be as real and true Saints ,.. as happy 
and bleſſed Creatures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this 
World. Neither do we here pray for our ſelves only, but 
according to the Apoſtles Advice, -we make Soppiicatie. 
ons ,, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks for 
all Men; yea for our very Enemzes , as our Saviour hath 
commanged us, Mat. 5. 44. And ' what can be deſired 
more than all this, to make the matter of the Common 
Prayer Edifying either to. our ſelves or others ?. Nothing 
_ but truth. and ſincerity of heart in the uſing 
if, 

I cannot. paſs from this Head , before I have obſerved 
one thing more untoyou, concerning the Prayers in ge- 
neral, and that is, That they are not carried on4an-one con» 
tinued. Diſcourſe, but divided into many 1qhort Prayers 
or Calles; ſuch as that is which our Lord himſelf Com. 
poſed ; and that might be one Reaſon , wherefore our 
Church fo ordered it, that ſo ſhe might follow our Lords 
Example init,. who beſt knew what kind of Prayers-were 
fitteſt for us to uſe. And indeed we eannot bur all find 
by-our own experience, - how difficult"it is to keep our 
our minds long intent upon any - thing , - much more up» 
an ſo great things as -the obje&t and ſubjects of our Pray» 
ers arg but:do what we can, we are ſtill liable to dis 
ſtracions : £0 that there is _ wie of necellity to iam 
| | | ome» 
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ſometimes , to one ſelves a breathjng'/time, that our- 
thoughts being looſened for a while, they may with more 
eaſe , and-leſs danger of diſtraction, be tycd up again, as - 
it is neceffary-they. be allthe-while that weare actu-- 
ally Praying to the SupreamBeing.of the World. + 

Befides that, in order-tothe performing our Devotions-- 
aright to the moſt high God'; it is neceiſary that our Souls - 
be d all along with due apprehenfions of his great- - 
neſs and glory. To which purpote our ſhort Prayers con- 
tribute very much , for every one of . them beginning- 
with ſome of the properties or perfe@ions of God, and 10/- 
ſuggeſting to oux minds :right apprehenfions of him at 
firſt, it is eaſteto preſerve them. .in our-minds_ during the 
ſpace ofa ſhort Prayer;- which-in a long-one would be apt 
to ſcatter and vaniſh away. 

But that-which I look upon as one of the principal Rea- 
ſons, why our Publick Devotions are and ſhould be di- - 
vided into ſhort Collets, is 'this, Our. Bleſſed Saviour., 
we know, - hath often told us, That whatſoever we ask. . 
in his Name, we ſhall receive : And fo hath directed us 
in all. our Prayers.-to make uſe of his Name, and toaskno- 
mas but upon 1a —_— his _— and Mediation - 

'us : upon which all our hopes and: expeQations from 
God do wholly and ſolely d ». Hence therefore (as it - 
always was, fo) it cannot but be judged neceſſary, that 
the Name of Chriſt be frequently inferted in- our Prayers, 
that fo we may lift up our heazts-unto him, and at our 
Faith upon- him for our obtaining: the good things we - 

y for. + And'fo we. ſee itis in the Common Prayer, for - 
whatſoever -it is we ask of-God, we add, Through 
Jeſus Chrift Tur Lord, or ſomething to+that _ 

And ſo ask nothing but according to our. Lords Arection ; 
even in his Name, Andthis'is the/reafon that makes - 
our Prayers ſo ſhort ; for take away the co wofe- . 
very Colle&or Prayer, inthe Name of Chriſt, 'and you - 
may, joynthem all together ,. and make them but as one 
continued -- 
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-continucd Prayer. But this. would be to offer manifeſt 
pug: to the Prayers, by taking away.that which gives 
their force and energy , and ſo making them in- 
_— to the. purpoſes | for which, they are uſed. For 
certainly the asking all things in the Name of Chriſt , as 
wedoin the Can Prayer, | is the only way whereby 
to obtain whatwe defire, and by conſequence the mo 
bes way of Praying in the world. 

he next thing to be conſidered in the Common Prager, 
is the Method, py is. admirable , and as Edifying,, if 
poſible, as the matter it ſelf. Thus none can deny that 
doth but fully underftand,, and feriouſly conſider of it. 
Which therefore that you may all do,. I Thall briefly run 
through the whole, and give you what. light I can into 
* that you may cle ly fee.nor only the [pp ammengs 

the excellency of it all aloag. _ For which/ pur 
Sk only in ſuch things which offer themſelves  - 


wr] therefore Jagpole n.Con egation of ſober. and 
:deyour C as, ſuch as weall qr be, met; toge- 


ther. to perform. their, Publick, Devotions to. Almighty 
-Gad ; every.one'of which hath lift.up his heartzprivately 
ynto him. already , .imploring his Aid and Addiſtance in the 
por ormance of. ſo We work , and) ſoare all now ready 


' about it.) - fiſt thing mM: Re ION ſome 
_ ces of Noh Fergie, that; ſo-we may begin: our 
otions unto. Gad in his dal genrs racy "rv they areall 


Sentences as pur us 4 in; miad of our fins againſt him, 
;d of his promiſeto pardon them if wealo repens That 
i we Rory ag and ET = ſelves with, that Reve- 

+ him; -as -becometh thoſe 
who we Fnkbler Ate ' 5 8 Si way and, unworthineſs 
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fins, and atcept both "6ur Perfons and Performances, 
according to the . promiſes which he hath made. unto 
'us. | | 

-» Then follows a grave Exbortation , concerning the en 

of our preſent Aſſembling , which is of great uſe, and 
Suge never to.be omitted. For Men generally are apt to 
ruth into the of God, without ever confſideting 
what they go about.- Whereas this Exbortatron puts us 
upon conſidering the greatneſs of the work which we are 


now engapedin;, and-ſo upon: compoſiting our thoughts 
and vreparidi our ſelves for the due aſe thuiice of 5; : 
Out minds being 'thus brought into a right frame.and 
temper for it, we all, both Miniſter and People, proſtrate 
vur ſelves before the moſt high God ,, confe//ing upon our 
knees-the manifold ſins: and wickedneſs that we, have 
committed/againſt him. » Which*Confeſiox' is ſotontrived, 
that all and every perſof! in-any Congregation whatſoever 
may-joyn in it. For it runs-in general terms. - And yer 
ſo too., that every particular — may and ought. in 
his own'mind: to confeſs and acknow] a% bis own fins ., 
which' he knows hitnſelf robe: gpilty f. As where we 
fay , We have Jft undont thoſe things which we olight to 
have done \,- and we bawve done thoſe things which we 
ought not to have done. At the ſaying of this, 'every one 
ſhould call his-own fins'to remembrance, what Duties he 
knows himſelfto tave omitted, and what Vices he knows 
himſelf ro have committed ,- atid confeſs them according. 
ly/untoGed.''And when we have thus confeſſed our fins 
t1oGod , we'preſently implore his Mercy in the' pardon, of 
them , and: his Grace, ' that for the: future we may for- 
So theans 1519 29/19 29 TED B18 109 21g REIT 2 
- And Whilſt we afe thas upon our knees}, humbly con- 
g and/bewailing our firs before the Cord "our Cod , 
TIO ſtands up”, _ tm pt oy , de, 
cres.and-proponneerh to all-thoſe who truly 'repent:, 
nd unfeiptiedly believe” his Goſpel*,: The 'A5ſo i ; "nf 
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. Remiſſion of at} their” ſins. Whicti though ſpoken alſo 
in general terms , yet every particular-perſon there pre- 
ſent, ought to apply it to himſelf, ſo as to be fully per- 
fwaded in..his own mind, that if he doth bur ſincerely 
repent and believe the Goſpel , he is perfe&ly abſolyed 
ſrom all his fins by God himſelf,” according to the'pro- 
pow) which he hath made to Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our 
And now looking ypon our ſelves as abſolved from our 
ſins,. upon our Repentance and Faith in- Chriſt ,  and' b 
conſequence as reconciled to God , we take the boldneſs 
tocall him Father, humbly addreſſing our ſelves to him 
in that Divine Form of Prayer which he himſelf hath gi- 
ven us: Which done, we lift up our hearts and voices 
unto God , for his aſſiſtance of usin what we do, in the 
words of David, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord open 
thou our lips, and the People anſwering, And our mouth 
. ſpall ſhew forth thy praiſe. The Miniſter again , . O God 
make [peed to [aveus, the People, O Lord make haſte 10 
help us. And then y og weall lift up our bodies 
too, ſtand upon our feet , and. ſo pat our: ſelves into a 
poſture of praiſing and magaifying - the Eternal ' God ; 
Father, Son, . and Holy Ghoſt , for his- infinite goodneſs 
and mercy towards us ; ' for which purpoſe the Minifter 
firſt faith or ſings the Gloria Patre , Glory be to the 
Father , and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
people to ſhew their conſent , anſwer ,, As it was in the 
beginning , #« now, and ever ſhall be, world without 
end. Amen.  Rut not thinking this to be enough, the 
Miniſter &lls-upon the people again, ſaying , Praiſe ye 
the Lord, and the. people anſwer , The Lords name be 


aiſcd, and then we go on to praiſe him together ,. ſay» - 
; 4 or anging fc 95 Plalme, Penite —_ Domino, 


O come let us [ing unto the Lord, let us heartily. rejoyce 
inthe ſtrength of our Satvation,  &c. and ſo proceed to the 


Plalms appointed for the day. After every one.of which, 


Sultan. KS is 


OO 
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.zoreNtifie our belief inthe moſt ſacred Trini - nnd our 

neitrowledgment of that infinite love and # . which 

one of thoſe Divine Perſons hath noifoſted £o'Us, 

—_ _ that incomparable. Hymane-, Glory be ro the 
c. 

' Out hearts being thus raiſed up to God'in praiſing and 
©dmiring of him ,-we ate now in a fit temper and diſpoſi- 
tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto-us. ' And therefore 
Have'a Cheprter read euro the Od Teffament ; and that 
in its ordinary-courſe, extept upon Sundays'and Holydays, 
when 'more ttending the Publick Worſhip of God 

then cantonveniently cone upon other days, we read 
ſorne 'Sele "Chaprer proper for-the day, -and fuch as is | 
| moſt edi to all that are there preſent. And ha- 
vit TIONS aki —_ inhis ma he Word, we 
jently-fall upori praiſing of him again, - 
abſe's mercy , hw, or ſmnging, in the Morni __ 
Te M-umionef a Heavenly and Seraphick 
- that wasever compoſed by < Tous ; '-of elſe the '& Fithe 
Three Children, which. is nothing but-a Paraphraſe upon 
thay which David ſang fo often upon Exrth, and-which 
che Holy Angelsfing continually in-Reaven, even Hah 
teligth, Progfe-ye the Lord. *Wherein we being all ſer> 
Ate how Far h>rt-we our ſelves come of g God 
ſiKdicntly ; we callapon att the Creaturcs jn the- World 
- 20 do it, "Bleſs we the Lord, praiſe him and magni fir 
_—_ pPixwen vin We Aﬀernoon we either the May» 
of elſe the'g 8 Pſalm, both: which taken 
Ck Gods bwh Word , cannot but be very ples nd 


> utito him. 
A e pear ple Beat eede ap ain 
; ſoaring th aſe wp wing gain 
. ons, ans, we ene and receive the 


fteries vf t L "es ve 
woman pig tr of 1 t New Teflrment After 
x we'being revived with the' good- a 
Goſpel, 


of the Common Prayer, © 2g 
'Goſpel, and filled with admiration at the infinite good, 
nels of God Foun revealed to = we break {els 
into praiſing and adoring of him, 1n the ſang of Zacharin 
as , or elſc rhe 100 Pſalm in the Morning , and at Eyeny 
ing , either the 67 Plalm, or elſe the Song of Old Simacon, 
ſt | concluding with the Gloria Patri. 

Now having thus heard ſome part of the Word of God 
read to us and -exprelſed our thankfulneſs unto him for it, 
to'ſignifie our aſſent, not only to what we have heard, 
but to the whole Scripture, we all with one heart 
voice repeat the Ypoſiles Creed, wherein the ſumm a 
ſubſtance of it is contained. And fo profeſs our ſelves 
to continue in the number of-Chriſts Diſciples, and that 
aswe were at firſt Baptized , ſo we ſtill believe. in 


Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Blefſed-- 


for evermore. | 
Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up with confeſling. 
our fins to God , imploring his mercy in the pardon 
them , hearing his moſt holy Word , acknowledging his 
goodneſs to us, and praiſing and ifying his name for 
it, - By which means , .cxcept we have been 
wanting to-our ſelves, our hearts cannot but be ſou- 
nited and fixed upon God , that we are now rightly diſ- 
poſed to make known our wants and preſent our Peti» 
tions before him.-. This therefore is the nextthing we ſet 
upon, Bur ſeeing that neither Miniſter nor People can 
poſſibly do it aright without the aſſiſtance of God himſelf, 
therefore cach of them firſt pray for his ſpecial preſence 


with the orher.-+ The one ſaying, The Lord be with you, 


the other, - And with thy ſpirit, And then immedigtely 
falling down be jo our knees , we adore and ſupplicate 
each perſan of the moſt bleſſed Trini 

upon us, Lord have mercy upon ut , 
pon us , Lord have mercy 4. Aﬀter which we 
addreſs our ſelves to God in. the words that he hath-/put 


into-our movths , ſayiog the Lords prayer , which. nog- 
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ed ," the Miniſter and People by turns lift up their hearts 
to Godin ſome ſhort and'heavenly Ejaculations , Nriving 
as it were to oautvy eacly other in prevailing with the 
Allmighty to powr down his Bteffings upon us. And then 
in anhumble- and ſolemn manner we ' joyn together in 
ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, 
his Defence and ProteQtion, his Mercy and Bleſſing for 
our ſelves , for the King, for the Royal Family , for his 
Church , and for all Mankind, And this we do ordina- 
rily in the Colle&s appointed for that purpoſe. But upon 
Wedneſdays and Fridays (upon which days the Primitive 
Church uſed to perform more than their ordinary Devo. 
tions) as alſo upon the Lords day in the Morning , wedo 
itin the Zetany , and in ſuch a Zitany as comprehends 
all-and every. thing that we can ever need to deſire of 
Allmighty God , either for our ſelves or others, | 
_ Aﬀeer this upon Sundays and Holydays we' proceed to 
the Communion Service © And therefore approaching to 
the Lords Table, we begin it with his own Prayer. 
And after another ſhort Prayer to God to cleanſe the 
thoughts of our heart by the Inſptration of his Holy Spirit, 
we read the Tex Commandments which he hath enjoyned 
us to obſerve ; and after every Commandment we ask 
God Mercy for-our Tranſgreſſions thereof for the times 

aſt, and grace to keep the ſame for the'time to come ; 
Fiving, Lord bave mercy upon 'us, and incline onr hearts 
to heepthis Law. Andthen after a Prayer for the King , 
and the Collect for the day ; weread the EprifFle and 
Goſpel, that is, moſt commonly a ſhort Paragraph taken 
out of the Cannonical Epiftles, and another our of one of 
the Holy-Goſpels , which was the ancient way of Read. 
ing the- Scripture , before it was divided into Chapters, 
And we doit now-tq prepareus the better for the Com- 
munion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt , therein reveal- 
edto us. But ſeeing we neither do nor can read over the 
whole , we repeat the ſubſtanceof it inthe Nicene Creed, 


: ; which 


”. , "of be CommonFÞPrayer.” 2s 
which it is very neceflary weiſhould do at this time, that 
ſo-we may demonſtrate our ſelves to be Chriſtians , 'and 
fo capable of receiving the moſt holy Communion. 
- He that all this'while hath employed himſelf as he 
rs oe to doin the ſervice of our Church , cannot but 
himſelf ftrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, thar 
mo may be wanting that may any way: conduce to 
* our -Edification, after the Nzcene Creed, our Church 
hath appointed a S2rymonto be preached, which if ſound, 
plain ,. and:praQical , as it ought to be , cannot but be 
very edifying too. 

And now we-may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far edified , 
as to be raiſed up tothe higheſt pitch of Devotion that 
we can arrive at in this world, and ſoare fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church , the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper. Andtherefore we now be- 
take-our ſelves to it. But that we may not appear be-. 
fore our Lord empty , we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us , to be diſpoſed of to 

ious and charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our acknow- 
fedamene of his goodneſs tous, and that we have no- 
thing but what we receive from him. And to excite a 
encourage us to-do.this, all the while that we are offer» 
ing , we have ſome ſelect ſentences of Sctipture read to 
us, Wherein God either commands us to be charitable, 
or elſe promiſeth a blefling to thoſe that are ſo. And then 
pray for Chriſts whole. Church Militant here ox earth, 
w wie Ae profeſs-our ſelves to be real Members of it, 
_ irousto hold Communion with it in Chriſts My- 
ical Body and Blood. And fo we proceed to the Celebra- 
tion of it : in which the merhod is ſo clear, ſo apparently 
edifying , that I need not ſay any thing of it. But 
only ob yy two things in general concerning it. 
- Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , 
the higheſt Myſtery in all our Religion, as repreſenting 
the death of the Son of God to us, hence that place wry 
E this 
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ed, the Miniſter and People by turns lift up their hearts 
to ' Godin ſome ſhort and'heavenly Ejaculations, Ntriving 
as it were to outvy eachy other in prevailing with the 
Allmighty to powr down his Bteffingsupon us. And then 
in anhumble- and- folemn manner we ' joyn together in 
ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, 
his Defence and Protection, his Mercy and Bleſſing for 
our ſelves , for the King, for the Royal Family , for his 
Church ; and for all Mankind. And this we do ordina- 
rily in the Colle&sappointedfor that purpoſe. But upon 
Wedneſdays and Fridays (upon which days the Primitive 
Church uſed to perform more than their ordinary Devo. 
tions) as alſo upon the Lords day in the Morning , wedo 
itin the Z:tany , and in ſuch a Zitany as comprehends 
all-and every. thing that we can ever need to deſire of 
Allmighty God , either for our ſelves or: others. bx 
_ "After this upon Sundays and Holydays we' proceed to 
the Communion Service © And therefore approaching to 
the Lords Table, we begin it with his own Prayer. 
And after another ſhort Prayer to God to cleanſe the 
thoughts of our heart by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, 
we read the Tex Commandments which he hath enjoyned 
us to obſerve ; and after every Commandment we ask 
God Mercy for-our Tranſgreſſions thereof for the times 

aſt, and grace to keep the ſame for the'time to come ; 
Fs ing, Lord bave mercy upon us, and incline onr hearts 
fo heepthis Law. Andthen after a Prayer for the King, 
and the Collect for the day , we read the EprfFle and 
Goſprt,- that is, moſt commonly a ſhort Paragraph taken . 
out of the :Cannonical Epiſtles, and another our of one of 
the Holy Goſpels , which was the ancient way of Read. 
ing the- Scripture , before it was divided into Chapters, 
And we doit now ta prepareus the better for the Com- 
munion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt , therein reveal. 
edto us. But ſeeing we neither do nor can read over the 
whole , we repeat the ſubſtanceof it inthe Nzrene Creed, 
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which it is very neceflary we/ſhould do at this time, that 
ſo we may demonſtrate our ſelves to be Chriſtians, 'and 
fo capable of receiving the moſt holy Communion. 
- He that all this' while hath employed himſelf as he 
oe re to doin: the ſervice of our Church , cannot but 
himſelf firangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, thar 
nothing may be wanting that may any way conduce to 
our -Edification, after the Nzcene Creed, our Church 
hath appointed a Szrmonto be preached, which if ſound, 
plain ,. and:praQtical , as it-ought to be , cannot but be 
very edifying too. 

And now we-may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far edified , 
as to be raiſed up tothe higheſt pitch of Devotion that 
we can arriveat in this world, and ſoare fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church , the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper. Andtherefore we now be- 
take-our ſelves. ro it, But that we may not appear be-. 
fore our Lord empty , we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us , to be diſpoſed of to 

ious and charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our acknow- 
edgment of his goodneſs to us, and that we have no- 
thing but what we receive from him. And to excite and 
encourage us to-do.this, all the while that we are offer» 
ing , we have ſome ſelect ſentences of Sctipture read to 
us, Wherein God either commands us to be charitable, 
or elſe promiſeth a bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo. And then 
we pray for Chrifts whole. Church Militant here ox earth, 
whereby we profeſs-our ſelves to be real Members of it, 
irous to hold Communion with it in Chriſts My- 
ſtical Body and Blood. And fo we proceed to the Celebra- 
tion of it : in which the merhod is ſo clear, ſo apparently 
edifying ,' that I need not ſay any thing of it. But 
only obſerve two things in general concerning it. 

- Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , being 
the higheſt Myſtery in all our Religion, as repreſenting 


the death of the Son of God to us, hence that place whe 
| E this 


this Saerament is aka ND andre 
pnted the higheſt place in-the Church. And therefore: 
alſq it was wont to. be ſeparated from the - reſt of the 
Churel by a Skreen or Partition of Network in Latine- 
Cancelir , and. that ſo generally, that from thence the- 
place its ſelf is called the Chancell. That: this was ancir: 
ently obſervedin the gee all conſiderable Churches. 
( for _— not of private Oratories or Chappels)) with-. 
in few ies after the Apoſtles themſelves, eyen in- 
the days of Conflautrme the Great, as welbas inall Ages. 
ſince, 1.could eaſily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe 
times. But having purpoſely waved Antiquity/hitherto, 
Iam loath to trouble you with it now. But I mention 
itat preſent, only becauſe. ſome- perhaps may wonder 
why this- ſhould beobferved in our Church , rather than- 
in of the other Churches which have been lately buils in 
this City, Whereas - ſhould rather wonder why -it- 
was not obſerved in all other as wellas-tiiis. For 
our Obligations to conform. as much as may þe to the 
a2 of the Univerſa} Churcty , and to avoid 
and ſingularity in all _ relating to the. Worſhip of. | 
cc canner rrp: "gr the Catholick. 
in al Ages a hy Or-1 3 Or-1.400-FEears toge- | 
ther, ſhoul#obſerve ſuch a Cuſtom. as this , except there 
were great reaſons for it. 

What they were, it-is not for ug to enquire 
now. It maybe ſuMcient to-obſerve at" r the 
Chaneel in our Chriſtian Churches , was always: 

as anſwering to the Holy-of Holies in- the. 
ahich, you know, was ſeparated from- the SanRuary of 

of the Temple , by the Command of Gad: himfelf 
po Hoek this place bein g apppropriated to.the Sacrament. 
of the Lords.Supper, My Np eons ins, »-49/may- 
be moſt conyenient-for thoſe who- are to-partake of that 
Bleſſed Ordinance. But it muſt needs be more- convent». 
ent forthoſe, who are t0 enjoy Communion with —_ 


- 


j 


of the CommonPrayer: 37 
and ia him with one another, in this holy Sacrament 
to meet together, as one body, in one place ſeparated 

for that purpoſe, then to be ſed, as otherwiſe the 
would be; ſome in oneand ſome in another part of th 
Church, Or ia ſhort, it is much better for the place to 
be ſeparate-, than the people, . 

Furthermore, It is not only convenient , but in ſome 
fenſe-neceffary, for every Communicant to obſerve and 
take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances which 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament , zs 
the Breaking of the Bread , and the Confecrating both 
that and theWine,to repreſent hisDeath,the breaking of his 
Yody, and the ſhedding of his Blood for our fins ; that fo 
our hearts may be the more affected with it, and by 
conſequence our Souls more edified by it. But this can- 
not be ſo well done, except there be a place ſet apart for 
it, where they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion Table , and fo behold what is there done at 
the Conſecration of the Elements. . Hence alſo it is, that 
the Seats there are and ouglit to be ſo ordered , that all 
that are in them may ſtill look that way, and contemplate 

1 their Bleſſed Saviour , there. evidently. fer forth as 
The other thing that | would obſerve unto,you concern-. 
ing the Holy Communion ,. is this, that our Church re- 
quireth , or at teaſt ſuppoſeth.it to be Adminiſtered eve. 
ry Lords-day, and every Holy. day hroughope; the year, 
as it was inthe Primitive Church,:, For that is the reaſon 
thatrhe Communzon Service is appointed to:be:uſed'u n 
allſuch deys., andto be read avthe.Communion' Table , 
- thatſotbe Miniſter may be there ready to Adminiſter it- 
unto/all that. deſire to. partake of it. Which ſhows the' 
greateare that our Church hath of all her Mombeys + that 
they might be edi and confirmed jn the Faith 

ich nothi ibuzes more than frequen 
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waded to , they would ſoon find greater benefit 'b 
It, then 1 can civic, of they themſelves ; ill ies 
imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of it at pteſent , but only 
this, That I am fo ſenſible of what Imow ſay , that could : 
be ſure to have a ſufficient number of Cotnmunicants , 
1 ſhould be heartily $24 to. Adminiſter this Holy Sacra- - 
ment every Lords'day , both. for their ſakes, and my 
own too. 

Thus [ have giverryou a ſhort Scheme of that -excellent- 
Merhod wherein our Divine Service is performed: Which 
whoſoever rightly conſiders z will need no other Argu- 
ment to convince him , thatit.is according to the Apo- 
ſtles Rule, very Edifying indeed: - The laſt thing to be 
conſidered'init, is the Mytner of its Performance ; by 
which I mean only the ſeveral poſtures of the Body, as- 
ftanding, and kneeling , whick-are uſed" in-it ; for: they. 
alſo are done to. edifying. | AE 
_ "While we / fay- or ſing the Hymns and Palms to the - 

Praiſe and Glory of God ,* we ſfand up, not only to ſigni-. 
'fie, but toexcite the Elevationof our minds at thattime. 
For as on the one hand ,' if our- Souls be really” lift-up in 
the praiſes of God,” our ' Bodies -will natorally lift * up. 
themſelves , to accompany them, as far as can tox . 
wards Heaven; fo on theotherhand',” the raiſing up of. 
our boJies helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, 
by putting us in mind of that high” and heavenly work-. 
we ate now about, wherein oo hen Uh our weak Capa--- 
cities , we Joyn with the Quire of Heaven in; praiſing 
Gotttow, as we hope to do'tt for evermore. "For this . 
- cauſe alſo'we ſtand at the CGreeds, for they being Confefli- 
ons of our Faith'in God, as-fuch; they come under the- 


r Notion of Hymns or'Songs of praife to him. "All 
Eg Fr on ene 
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g and-acknow : what he'is in himſelf” 

at&t o us.” And beſides y our ſtanding both at the 

Creed# and Goſpels, we fignific our afſent unto them; and** 
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of th: Common Prayer. 25 
-enr readineſs todefend them, tothe utmoſt of ourpower 
-ng3inſt all oppoſition whatſoever. And as for the Goh el 
- particularly. , they contain che very Ads which'our ord 

did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he was up- 

-on Earth ; and therefore we who profeſs him to be our 
Lord and Maſter , cannot ſurely bur ſtand up, when we 
hear him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently tothoſe gracious 
words which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth:* 
 Andas when we praiſe God , we raiſe up our ſelves 'a$ 
high as we can towards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto 
kim , we fall down as low as we can towards the Earth, ' 
not daring to preſent our Supplications to the abſolute 

Monarch of the whole World, -any other ways then »pow 

onr knees. Which is.ſo proper, ſo natural a poſture of Sup- 

plicants, that-if all men-would but duly conſider what they 
-daywhen they pray to Almighty God, the Church need 
never have commanded them to kneel at that time. -For 
could--not chuſe but do it: No, not although the: - 

tice where they-are ſhould ſeem never ſo inconvenient: 

he it. For we find our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf kneeling . 
-athis Prayer in the Garden, -upon the bare ground , Lake” 
22. 41. and St. Pau} upon the Sea-ſhore, where he could” * 
have no other Cuſhion but Stones or :Sand; AFs 21, 5.” 
How ſoever;To take off all thoſe little excuſes that men are 
apt to make for themſelves inrthis caſe ; the Seatvin this: - 
Ghurch are ſo diſpoſed, andaltthings ſoprepared'in them, 
that there can be no inconvenience at all in it, but rather- - 
all-che convenienees for kneeling that can be deſired, And” 
therefore if .any-of yow- ſhall yet negle@ to kneel; while” 


the Prayers are read, they willjgive us too'muctrcaufe' 
to-call-their Religion into queſtion;;” or to*fſpet they '- 
have gone at all. ' For-if they had;, they durſt not, they © 
conld not offer ſuch a manifeſt affront to the great Crea-- - 
-zor of the, World , as to carry themſelves no otherwiſe * 
while they Pray to him}, then as if they were converſing + 


ellow Creatures. . But why do I ſpeak of thar 
| Praying. :. 
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- prayiagunts God ? It! is too-much to 'be feared they do 
not pray at all, nor come to Church ring bo 16ck at 
hen only to ſee and be ſeen. I am fure t Fe 
ao At of External Worſhip or Adoration. unto. God , 
aor ſhew ha that reſpe@ and reverence which is due un- 
to-him; and-ſo give very great offence to all pious and 
-RTRONLL. = £5 | 
Whereas if all and every-perſon in the Congregation, 

would always be upon their knees , while they pa u 
their petitions to the moſt high God , what a mig Fad 
vantage would this be , not anely to every one in parth- 
cular, but tothe whole Congregation in ? Foras 
every one-would by this means his more ſted- 
aft in the true fear and dread of God, 'and likewife more 
certainly obtain-the good things he prays for, as the Fa- 
thers frequently aſſert : ſo the whole Congregation allo, 


would be very much edified by it. For by this means we 
ſhould excite and inflame each others Devotions, confirm ' 
one anothers Faith, 'and convince bottrour 


| ſelves and all that ſee us, that Rehbgion is-indeed a ſeri» 


- aus thing ; and that we believe it to be to; by ourferving 
- God with: fo much reverence and gadily fear, as this hum» 
ble poſture'reptelentech. And therefore as you tender the 
love.of God, the-credit of - Religion, or the'{atvation-of 
- your own-fouls', I beſeech you all in: the name of himthat 
made you. , that whenſoever you comehither to pray un- 
- to him, you-do it in that awful, lowly; andſolemaman- 
_ nets. Which our Church commandeth , and 'as becometh 
' cxeatures , when:'you ſpeak to your great and almi 
- Creator ;; that ſo-you. may give-true worthip and honour 
' your ſelves, which he bath promiſed and you expect from 
-poſture: that you can y uſe 'upoiy ſach oeca= 
. From what wohave hitherto diſcourſtdconcerning the 


Language, 


— 
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Jungnage the Mtrey, the Method, and the Mower of 
rf Divine Service » as contained and 
i0the of Common Prayzer, we ma poſitively come 
clude thet it agrees exactly with the Rute in my Text / 
eventhat, A 1hings in it ave dowe io pr rt W ticty- 
was the thing | undertook to prove. } know that muny 
«+ other Arguments might be brought to ſhew rhe Excellen- 
cy and Ulcfulneſs of the Common Prayer. But theſe al- 
ready produced are ſufficient to convince any ſober and- 
ing Chriſtian of it. And.if there be any here pre- 
ſent who are not yet convinced by what they have heard: 
ef it, I deſire onely one thing of rhem, and that is, That 
they would but make tryal of it for a while. For my' 
Gorey! prompts me to believe that all the Zeal rhar ſome 
the Common Prayer , and all that indiffe- 
rency thats in others for it , proceeds only from their 
of what it is , or at leaſt-fromtheir want of am | 
| ental knowledg of it. For let any Man that ſeri-- | 
ul man th ors of God andthe Salvation of his- ' 
before all thingrelſ, tx ſuch # ons, 1 ſy, fer him | 
4 car to ule the Commont 7 nayer as wy nt 
to w 17 web confiderable time , andT do not doubt 
that by the bleſſing of God, he will fad that benefirand edt- - ; 
fication by it, that his own ſhell convince hint- 
of all that I have now ſaid, more than all the Arguments | 
that Fhave , or any man in the World- can - ever 
to-him. Some perhaps may think this to be- a Paradox: - 
But I do I but that ab ub wg bn _ preſent can at- 
teſt it upon t ving found them» 
five mrs conimedin thr Fab more im thr. 
Refigion , morehumbled' more ſupported-- | 
under their troubles , moreentlmed with Love- to God- 
and-deſires of Heaven, way agen 4 by the - 
conſtant uſe cb Toned: ayer, than could e- 
( Kine hoy ce beer, except they - 


YES to-have- their. own experience: . = 
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obſerve.only two comm ryheerm'o bs (xr _ | 

Araofdinary prudence.as welt as piety [1 Refor- 
rs, who-firſt compiled-the Book of Common Prayer , 
G enactly Conformable to the Word of God .and that 
ica} Canon; in- my.;/Text ;: which 1-cannot {but a- 
ſcribe to the-ſame extraordinary aid-and aſſiſtance from 
God , whereby they. were afterwards enabled to ſuffer per- 
fecation 4: yea Martyrdome itſelf for his ſake, and fo to 
confirm what they: hayg done. with their own. Blood. 

Which certainly is 10 ſmall commendation of it. F/ 

_ The otherthing [would obſerve:unto you ;-is the rea- 
fon, why the Devil hath' had ſuch a ſpight againſt the 
Common-Prayer ,:iever ſince it was firſt made, For the 
more edifying.it ist0 Gods People , the-more deſtructive 
it muſtaceds be.of. the Devils Kingdom. ' And therefore 
it is no wonder that he hath all along employed the utmoſt 
of his power and. policy to blaſt -irs Reputation , and-ſo 
to diſcourage and diflwade Men from the-uſe of - it. And 
by the permiſſion-. of God for the puniſhment: of this! uns. 
grateful Natidn ,, he hath ſo far prevailed in his-defign; 
that the Liturgy.. hath been twice caſt out of the Church; 
fince it was firſt brought into.it , once inthe Reign of 
(pee My » and then again in the days of King Charles. 
the Fi | ; | 


. In the Reignof, Queen M2zy,. you allknow, who were 
hkis.Inſtraments inthe Coing of 1t-, even the-Papsſts. For 
they cleerly and. truly fore-law, that-their Erroncous O. 

inions could never be. bolieyed,, ;nor their ſuperſtitious 
ractices obſerved in the Nation:, ſo long as the Comman 
Prayer was uſed. Foraſmuch as there. is nothing in that 
but what is ſound and, agreeable to the-Do@rino of the 


athe Werld fo 


Goſpel, and focontrary-to.thegraundleſs 
the Church of Rome would obtrude upon 
Articles of, Faith. And beſides that, there aro. many 
expreſſions purpoſely inferted init, to.arm neagnint tho 


FY 


on Pravel | 
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wooh for the Romiſh Religion to be 
ever + 6loky mn the Nation, unleſs the Commons Prayer 
whs firſt removed. Which therefore they took care to 
have donre as ſoo as fe. But within a few years af 
ter, even the firſt Elizabeth, it was broughtin 
. Andas the Reformation was begun before,ſo trom 
t rime forward # wascarriedion and perfected chiefly 
rhe means of the Common Prayer. For it is very obſer- 
DREW the Reign-of King Zatwward the Sixth,and for 
too of £hzadeth., there was little 
mmoſt parts of the Kingdom, and few 
Engliſh , and yet by the-conſtant and ge- 
it, the 


thn 

then could r 
ntral uſe of the Liturgy, and Gods Blefling u 
Whote Wition was Jo-edifled in-the True Religian , that 


there 'wisfearce one in aw hundred (but forſeok and ab- 
ing: - «#7 hooray and ridagns Which is 
Argument , x batiioxhis roſe alſo rt.is as 
hots us iis pofiiblefor-a.thing:of ahat:nature tobe. 
| Art, s5irhe Commen Prayer iswuſed anil 
trough tobe, itismorally impoſſible-for 
rrp ny gromd: ' 8s. Buca this-Bul- 
(whweh forbid-) our agrnnd 
rake o6h accompliſh his: malicious .defigas 
niet knows well enou 
| eo Swell 1 ph therefore» hath lefr 
| © Uttiraet]-co'effort Ur, 'But what ihe had done 


2a 


-&t __ 
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Mens 


Proyer, oftirr'd then u 
i fo Mebe plat King, 0: 
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| Mens Eftates'and Lives contrary to' all Law.and Juſtice + 
and-at lact to Murther one of the moſt you: ances that 
ever lived. And whether that was the Spirit. | 
or Antichriſt, God or-the-Devil, judge you. - -Be ſure th 
conſequents of. its being laid aſide at that time.were very 
ſa. For- people being deprived; of that whereby they 
ſhould have been cdified ,* were-.immediately toffed to 
and fro. with every wind of Doctrine , unit at length 

 many-of them -fell into the moſt pernicious and damna. 

' ble Herefies that were ever heard of in the Church. Yea 
rogether with the Liturgy, they laid afide all diſtinQion 
betwixt ſacred and common things ; by which -means 
the whole Nation was in - danger .of being:oyer-ſpread 
with profancneſs and -irreligion., |; 

But bleſſed be the Name of the moſt: high Gqgd for. it, 
he was once more pleaſed to appear for us, and in a mi- 
raculous manner. to reſtore our Common Prayer to his 
Church , together with our Gracious Soveraign to his 
Kingdoms, But what ſhall we render to the Lord for fo - 
great a Bleſſing as this is? Allthat he expeQs, or we can 
give him-for it , is only.to make. the beſt uſe of..it that 
we can. This therefore is: that which I now pray. and 
beſeech you all for the future to do, , Do, not. think it 
enough to be forthe Common Prayer, and to come now 
-ahd then to hear it. This you may do, as many. da, 
and yer receive: no more benefit.by.ut ; than. as if thete - 
was none-at gr Prager; hom Prayer To leet 
no means be.1 to the Commun 27 its ſelf, but 
to the onicdeet thoſe that uſe it. Neither muſt you | 
think-it enough to talk high for it, or to, rail at thoſe 


. 


who are-not ſo happy. as to, be. rightly anformed 
it, But rather take all: opportunities to, inform tl 
and by all meanspoſlible ro convigce them of the Exc! 
- tencyand Uſefulneſs: of it. . Which; you .can never do'fo 
- effetually:, as by your out-ſtrippi pn NG | 
itt. Vertue and Good Works, Far is and every 
s.. 


- 
. 


1 ow 
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a plain demonſtration , that the Commoy Prayer is. in- 
| deed far more edifying , than thoſe ney Moles of Reli- 

ion , which they are io unhappily ſeduced into. . That 
- Fo you may do this, ' and . ſo bothr experience in 
your ſelves and demonſtrate unto others, the truth: and 
certainty of what you have now heard, concerning the 
Common Prayer , 1 deſire you to'obſerve theſe few Rules 
jn the uſing of it. 


Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out of 
Cuſtom or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner of ſome is , 
but out of a ſincere obedience to Gods Commands , - and 
with a ſare truſt and confidence in his Promiſes for his 
Bleſling upon what you do. For which end it will be ve- 

good as you go to Church, to bethink your ſelves whi- 
ther you/are going , and what you are to do there, that 
ſo laying afide all other buſineſs , you may put your 
ſelyes:iaro 2 right temper for ſo great. a work. 


Secondly,Frequent our Publick Prayers as often as con- 
veniently you can.. The oftner you are at them , the 
better you will like them, and the more edified you 
will be by them. Andtherefore do not fatisfie your ſelves 
with. hearing themonce a Week. In this City, as alſo in 
-many other places. of the Kingdom , eſpecially where 
there are Cathedrals, or Collegiate Churches ,. you may 
enjoy the benefit of them . publickly every day , and fo 
keep your hearts continually in an holy and heavenly 
'frame, and-always live as becometh Chriſtians; And if 
ou-negledt-ſuch opportunities as are now put into your 
og you will one day - wiſh you had not.; but thea 


 withiag will do no good. +; | 31 


[Thirdly, : If poſſible, come always at'the beginning "of 
Divine' Service. Otherwiſe -you will certainly miſe of 

ſomething that .would have been edifying to you, and 
FD fetch nah © Puts per- 


only. 
the whole too, All ho parts 
in-ſo excellent a manner and des, 
Fo aſſiſt each.otber. $o-that- hike 
age by Miniſter or People, but the w gd faite 
,. and loſe ſomethin ng 7 that Vertue and —" whi 
yh $a you would ad i ig it. 


Founthly, Flom the while bor you are.in Gods. Houſe , _ 
e 


carry your ſelves as in his ſpecial preſence, and fujtabl 
tothe work you are about ; ſtanding while you hab 
God, and kneeling while you pray .unto him; as our 


Church hath direQted you. For though theſe may ſem -. 


but little things in themſelves , yet they arc'of great 


conſequence , borh' to.our Worſhipping of God aright, 
and alſo to our being edified 'F what we : do., as 1 have - 


. ſhewed before. | 


Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all hin to keep your minds 4 
intent upon.the NY in hand. When aa confeſs your "oh 


figs to God , do it with an hearty and ſincere Repentance 


for all the Errars of yourlife p , When the Abſoluti- . 


on is pronounced , receive it with a firm and ftedfaſt 
Faith in Chriſt your Saviour. When you repeat or fing 
the Hymns and Pſalms, raiſe up.yo 
- can to-jopn- with thoſe' above Ji pling nad: 

woes Ll Fe Eternal. God. When the” Word of God is 
read, 


earken WY ped unto it , and conſider ſeriouſly : 
what he, ngath Fan” rp ems moi rm of | 


Mop og your , 


you , and re folve by fing 

eordingly. And all ens while that you are u 
knees., putting up your Petitions to - the moſt: 
let, your whole Souls be employed in it, Sung oe 
the good things you pray for at'his Gracious hands, 


humbly : 


rs s high as 
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any 9 our Devotion, 
depends very mach upon the due-intention '© For _ 


in the performance of them. To which, as I 
ſhewn , "both 2 Form af Pr; p in gengral , and purs ; pi 
particular, is a very great help. 


Do but obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary Rules in ufing 
of the Common Prayer (without which you cannot be 
truly ſaid to uſe , but rather to abuſe it) and you will 
ſoon find what 1 have ſaid about it to-be true , even that 
All things init are done to Edifying. And therefore I. 
would to God that not only you that hear me at this - 
time, but all the people of the ? Nation could be once per« 
ſwaded to do ſo:> What an holy Nation , what a peculi» 
ar People ſhould we then become ? How: Pious towards -- 
' God ? How Loyal,to qur - a eraign ? -How Juſt and Cha- 

rizable to. one another? For by our conſtant Worſhip- 
ping Almighty God in fo ſolemn and devout a manner as 
this-1s, our hearts would be over-awed with ſo great a- 
fear-of his Divine Majefty ,, that we ſhould never dare 
witngly to offend him. - Our minds would be filled and * 
ated with ſuch a ſenſe of his power and ſoy 
bo that we ſhould honour and revere it in thoſe alſo-+ 
her =o he hath ſet over us. Our *whole Souls oils be-- - 
ſo much above the World , that we ſhogld not-- 
tac aQt-to gain it wholly to our .ſelyes. In. ſhort N 
We. 
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| Which God of his Infinire Me % 
in and through-our-Lord and wr fog Chit ,- 


whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be all' Honour 
and Glory, .World without end. Amen, | 


BY 
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